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Welcome to the ancient kingdom of Reach, 

Cambridgeshire, England 

 

The ancient Township of REACH, or RECHE, has been inhabited for 2,000 years. 
Local legend says that it was once a city boasting seven churches! Situated at the 
termination of the great earthwork known as the Devil's Dyke, with Reach Lode 
giving direct access to the sea, it survived the Conquest as an inland port. It was 
the centre of considerable trade in mediaeval times, being granted a charter to hold 
an annual fair at Rogationtide by King John. Later, as the activity on its hythes 
decreased and its maritime importance declined, Reach, with its great fair dwin-
dling to the proportions of a village `feast' and its many inns closing one by one, 
gradually lapsed into a purely agricultural community. Reche the port has gone, 
only Reach the hamlet remains.  
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