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From the Editor 
 

 
 
WOW!  
 
I think that was the 
general verdict of the 
new style magazine.  
Thank you once again 
to everyone who 
contributed with 
articles and 
photographs. 
 
The editorial team have counselled opinion regarding 
the format of A4 vs A5 and opinion seems equally 
divided.  This issue follows the same format as the 
previous but the subject will remain under review.    
 
The use of colour was also reviewed - obviously 
printing in colour costs more, but the revenue from 
advertising does actually fully cover the costs and 
therefore we are going to retain the use of colour for 
the time being at least. 
 
Joss Goodchildôs article is about her horse, Thistle, a 
highland garron.  Itôs great to read about what people 
do and their interests.  I was delighted to receive 
articles from Alison Lewis on Insects and Photography 
and the World Land Trust.  The talent and diversity of 
interests within the village is amazing and I bet we 
have only just touched the surface. 
 
Please do submit articles on interesting places you 
have visited and also events you have participated in - 
whatever they are.  Don't think because someone is 
covering an item it automatically excludes everyone 
else.  Even if two people covered the same topics 
their articles would be quite different - so please let us 
have your contributions. 
 
If you would like to join our roving reporters team or 
be a roving photographer and cover local events, 
please let me know. 
 
Freda Lloyd has resigned as Advertising/Treasurer 
and this role has been taken on by David Parr.  I am 
sure you will all join me in thanking Freda who for 
many years has managed the accounts and 
maintained an excellent number of adverts which kept 
the magazine viable.  I am pleased to say that Freda 
will continue to help in her distribution role. 
 
Keep those articles coming! 
 
Claire Halpin-McDonald 
 
01638 743330 
claire.halpin@ascontracts.co.uk 

 

Editorôs Notes 
 

 
The purpose of Within Reach is to serve the whole 
village by circulating information and interesting 
articles free to every household.  Issues are published 
by-monthly which cover the dates of Dec/Jan, 
Feb/Mar, Apr/May, June/July, Aug/Sept and Oct/Nov.   
 
The next copy date is 15th September 2010. 
 
This magazine is approved and printed by Reach 
Parish Council. 
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Proposed Travellers Site 
 

 
East Cambs District Council's Site Allocations Options 
Paper proposes to site six large permanent gypsy and 
travellers pitches on land adjacent to Goodwin Farm, 
Heath Road (near the junction with Mill Hill), in 
Swaffham Prior.   
 
A Community Meeting was held on 13th July and the 
notes from the meeting are included as a flier 
addendum to this magazine.  Over 250 people were 
present and based on a show of hands, 95% 
objected.  A Committee was elected to organise the 
villagers' objections. 
 
A flyer has been circulated to all houses in Swaffham 
Prior, Reach and adjacent villages. 
 
There are two documents relating to this proposal on 
the ECDC website and two questionnaires which need 
to be completed. 
 
For further information have a look at: 

www.swaffham-prior.org.uk/goodwin 
 
The site has links to;  

¶ A report on the Community Meeting 

¶ Videos of the Meeting 

¶ The ECDC documents 

¶ The ECDC questionnaires 

¶ Help on how to complete them 

¶ And what are the valid grounds for objecting? 
 

Email:  goodwin@swaffham-prior.co.uk 
 
No internet? 

Please then telephone 08444 936 047 to contact the 
Committee to offer information or help, or ask for 
copies of the forms and the possible reasons to 
object. 
 
Or call ECDC for paper forms: 01353 665555 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reach Lode Bridge Construction 
 

 
Improving public access to the countryside has been 
at the heart of the Wicken Fen Vision from the very 
outset.  The creation of a central route through the 
countryside offered the challenge of building crossings 
over the lodes. 
 

 
 
The new route is to be called The Lodes Way, as it 
crosses five of the local lodes.  July 2008 saw the first 
new bridge opened over Swaffham Bulbeck Lode, 
Reach Lode Bridge will open this September and a 
new crossing over Burwell Lode is planned for 
2012/13. 
 
Swaffham Bulbeck Lode Bridge was a fairly straight-
forward project, but a series of factors at Reach Lode 
posed a greater challenge. 
 

¶ Reach Lode is a navigable waterway, 
requiring the bridge to be a minimum of 3 
metres above mean water level across a 5 
metre width down the centre of the lode.  

 

¶ The lode sits approximately 2.5 metres higher 
than the surrounding land, due to shrinkage of 
the peat. 

  

¶ The artificial banks of the lode are potentially 
weak and could not directly support the 
bridge. 

  

 
YOU MUST RESPOND TO ECDC's 

QUESTIONNAIRES  

BY 5PM ON 16TH AUGUST 2010 
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¶ Existing access routes along both the top and 
base of the lode banks need to remain freely 
accessible.  In part, to provide access for the 
Environment Agency to maintain their regular 
cutting and clearance regime along both sides 
of the waterway. 

 
Royal Haskoning were commissioned to design and 
oversee construction of the bridge.  An extensive 
programme of consultation was undertaken with local 
user groups, Parish Councils, the Environment 
Agency, the Internal Drainage Board, East 
Cambridgeshire District Council and the National 
Trustôs Architectural Committee before a planning 
application was submitted.  Planning permission was 
granted in October 2009. 
 
BAM Nuttall were appointed main contractors for the 
bridge after a competitive tendering exercise.  The 
prefabricated single span steel deck and supports 
were constructed by CTS of Huddersfield.  The deck 
and parapets are designed to provide access for 
pedestrians, horse riders and carriages, cycles, 
livestock and the Trustôs own light agricultural 
vehicles. 
 
Embankments providing access to the bridge have 
been formed from clay excavated from both sides of 
the Lode.  The resultant scrapes will be allowed to fill 
with water, creating new habitats for wetland flora and 
fauna.  The shape of the bridge was designed to 
minimise its visual impact on the local fenland 
landscape. 
 
Funded from a variety of sources, the bridge cost 
approximately £500,000.  Natural England funding 
was provided by their Higher Level Stewardship 
capital projects scheme.  Additional funding was 
received from Sustrans, the sustainable transport 
charity, via its Connect2 BIG Lottery award and from 
Cambridgeshire Horizons, via the governmentôs 
Housing Growth Fund. 
 

 
 
A community picnic and BBQ is planned from 1pm 
onwards on Sunday 12th September to mark the 
opening of the bridge.  It would be great if you could 
join us to celebrate. 
 
Howard Cooper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reach Lode Bridge Archaeology 
 

 
Prior to the construction of the bridge the area was 
subject to an archaeological trial trench evaluation - a 
search for archaeological remains which might be 
damaged during construction.  The evaluation was 
undertaken as a condition of planning permission and 
is a very common requirement in advance of 
development. 
 
The archaeological and historical background of the 
area was researched.  The principal finds in the 
immediate vicinity of the site are isolated prehistoric 
findspots e.g. an Iron Age tankard handle and two 
Neolithic stone axes.  Reach Lode is one of several 
artificial watercourses cut across the peat to meet the 
river Cam.  It is difficult to date the lodes due to their 
use and the history of cleaning, maintenance and re-
cutting associated with them.  Devil's Dyke which runs 
on the same alignment as the lode is believed to be 
Saxon in date and the similarity in alignment suggests 
Reach Lode could be a continuation of the Dyke but it 
is difficult to determine which was constructed first.  
The primary purpose of the lodes was most likely 
water management and their use for local transport 
may have been a secondary function. 
 
Two borrow pits were to be excavated for clay 
extraction to provide material for a ramp leading up to 
the new bridge.  Within the boundaries of the pits trial 
trenches were mechanically-excavated through the 
peat to the top of the geological horizon.  Augered 
boreholes were positioned in the areas of the 
proposed ramp and culverts for each approach to the 
new bridge.   
 
The trial trenches revealed evidence of a very wet 
environment unsuitable for human habitation and no 
archaeological features or finds were recorded. 

 

Reach Lode Bridge 
 

Official Opening 
 

This will take place on 
Sunday 12 September with a community 

picnic and BBQ from 1pm. 
 

We hope as many people as possible will be 
able to walk, cycle or ride to join in the 

celebrations. 
 

Please bring a picnic and weôll provide the 
BBQ. 
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The boreholes confirmed the presence of a large 
palaeochannel (a silted ancient watercourse), up to 
5m deep in the vicinity of the new bridge.  The course 
of the palaeochannel is traceable on Google Earth.  
Samples from the palaeochannel will enable the past 
environment to be reconstructed, dating back 
potentially to the Mesolithic period, by analysing 
pollen, plant macro-fossils and molluscs and using the 
technique of radiocarbon dating.   
 
A full copy of the evaluation report (Reach Lode New 
Bridge Ref. ECB 3345) and reports arising from 
similar investigations may be consulted at the 
Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record, Castle 
Court, Shire Hall, Castle Hill, Cambridge.   
 
Please tel/email Sally Thompson 01223 728569 
sally.thompson@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  
or Hazel White 01223 728570 
hazel.white@cambridgeshire.gov,uk  
to make an appointment.   
 
 

 

Reach Lode Bridge Informal 
Opening 

 
 
40 people - plus assorted 
dogs - came along to an 
informal opening of the 
new bridge-over-the-
Reach Lode on the 25th 
July.  Perambulating by 
different routes we met 
before this awesome 
structure at around 12.40. 
 
Ross Clark then mooted, but dismissed for reasons of 
accuracy, the possibility of naming it the Bridge over 
the River Quy, settling on the name of the Geoffrey 
Woollard Bridge -- though whether the nominee will 
wish to be so remembered has yet to be established.   
 

 
 

He then (in)formally declared the bridge open to 
Reach villagers and Eliza cut the tape.  Thereafter, 
ignoring the dire warnings of the National Trust as to 
possible hazards, villagers walked happily across the 
said Bridge and had a picnic on the other side. 
 
All, as far as we know returned safely, certain that we 
had captured the edifice for the benefit of the villagers. 
 
Philip Lewis 
 
 

 

Church Barbecue 
 

 
 
The weather leading up 
to the BBQ could be 
described as 
óchangeable with a 
good mix of 
breezinessô.  We all ran 
the danger of taking off.   
 
 
But quite mysteriously, about an hour before the BBQ 
was due to start, the wind ceased, the sun came out 
to shine and it turned out to be a particularly balmy 
summer evening.  Just perfect for a church BBQ . . . . 
 

 
 
The event was very well attended, with many families 
and friends from Reach and also a little further afield.  
It was lovely to see so many families particularly with 
little children who enjoyed the freedom of playing with 
the óbig childrenô on the village green.  They especially 
enjoyed picking the wonderfully ripe cherries in order 
to share them amongst the tables of onlookers.  There 
were plenty of cherry stained faces! 
 
The food was cooked to perfection (well OK, there 
were a few óover easy burgersô) but with all the lovely 
homemade salads it all went down a treat.  Thank you 
to everyone who made a dish, be it salad or dessert, 
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absolutely everything was devoured by the hungry 
crowds. 
 
A lovely end to the BBQ was care of Gwilym and his 
rounding up of little ones for a game of rounders on 
the village green, how typically English!  For those of 
us who chose to natter into the lateness of the 
evening, it gave us a relaxing opportunity to catch up 
with friends from the village and drink wine! 
 
An event like this doesnôt pass by without a 
considerable amount of planning and organisation, not 
to mention hard graft.  Thank you to Janet and 
Andrew Hall and Sue and Tony Jordan for erecting 
the marquee, Charles Moseley and family and Andrew 
Towers for their BBQ skills and Jon Cane and Zenida 
McDonald for their sterling work on selling tickets. 
   
Finally to Pam King, Claire Halpin-McDonald and 
Sarah Keutgen for organising and running the whole 
event and to everyone else who was involved.  A big 
thank you to everyone who dug deep into their 
pockets during the evening to buy raffle tickets.  At the 
end of the event a fantastic total of £504.50 was 
raised in aid of St Etheldreda Church. 
 
Gentle reminder ï for those of you who bought ó100 
Clubô numbers and still owe your £10, please drop this 
into Joyce Harrison (742405) in an envelope with your 
name and telephone number and clearly marked ó100 
Clubô.   Thank you and good luck! 
 
Jo Riches 
 
 

 

London to Cambridge Bike Ride 
 

 
I think it was May when I suggested to Gwilym that he 
participate in the London to Cambridge bike ride and 
that I could accompany him. 
 

 
 

Not so mad, you might think.  If you know Gwilym, 
then youôll know that heôs fit and he cycles (Camb 
Triathlon Club ï thank you Juliet).  On the other hand 
he didnôt know how far it was when he said yes.   
 
I used to do a lot of cycling and remembered enjoying 
it.  In fact I still had the bike (see picture) that I did the 
London to Cambridge ride on back in 19 something or 
other.  I rather fancifully thought that I might get back 
to my former fit self if only I had a mission and a 
deadline.  On the other hand I had no suitable bike, 
wasnôt fit and had no time. 
 

 
 
So now itôs only five days to go.  The ride is on July 
25

th
.  Iôve spent most of my time trying to construct a 

suitable bike out of the various vintage bits and pieces 
available to me (failed - went and bought one).  Iôve 
replaced saddles, made emergency visits to bike 
shops to try and tweak Gwilymôs bike since heôs 
grown loads since we originally bought it.  Finally 
weôre ready. Only problem is the training.  Not done a 
lot.  Mad, really. 
 
The bike ride is almost 60 miles long and is sponsored 
half in aid of Breast Cancer and half in aid of Flora 
and Fauna International, an organisation which works 
to conserve the planetôs threatened species and 
ecosystems. 
 

www.justgiving.com/cycling-for-biodiversity 
www.fauna-flora.org/2010_5things.php 

 
Lesley Boyle 
 
[Ed.  All successfully completed - albeit you finished 
behind a gorilla!  Congratulations to you both]. 
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A Memorialable Day 
 

 
It was in May 2009 that a local resident Scott 
Freeman informed me that the War Memorial was in 
need of some refurbishment.  This problem was 
discussed at the next Parish Council meeting and I 
was asked to contact relevant contractors, ask them 
what needed doing and what the costs might be. 
 
Three quotations arrived with prices varying from 
£500 to £1,500 but in the meantime a War Memorials 
Trust Meeting had been scheduled for the Corn 
Exchange in Cambridge so I duly went along to listen 
to what they had to say.  They looked at a picture of 
our memorial and said that in fact, some not very hard 
work by villagers was all that was needed, plus some 
new chippings and some scrubbing brushes. 
 
So on a Sunday in May this year (yes I know, but 
these things take time) Scott, Dan Mules and I set 
about doing the necessary.  There was to be one 
further volunteer but he did not turn up as promised.  
It would be wrong of me to name him, so letôs just call 
him ñCliffò.  Ultimately ñCliffò did pass by in his car with 
his beloved wife, we shall call her ñAlisonò and whilst 
he was apologetic, he got the abuse he deserved 
anyway.   
 

 
 
 
[It should be noted that Dan was late in his initial 
attendance but since he is built like a brick shi 
outhouse, Scott and I decided to let it pass]. 
 
So we set off to do the necessary - it was a lovely day.  
But with just the three of us and four sides to be 
scrubbed, we could have done with an extra pair of 
hands.  Upon spotting a young lady of the village we 
shouted to her that we were looking for a scrubber.  
Unfortunately she was busy until 2 oôclock (we 
assume thatôs what her gesture meant). 
 
 

So we scrubbed on, ultimately to be joined by a 
further volunteer Simon Owers, landlord of the Dykeôs 
End.  The hard work was done by then (he had been 
peeking through his curtains to time his arrival) but he 
offered to add some flowers to the memorial and this 
was accepted with enthusiasm.  He also offered some 
liquid sustenance which was accepted with added 
enthusiasm - work slowed from this point on. 
 
Dan and his delightful daughter Olivia had headed off 
to purchase new chippings to add to what was there - 
they arrived back about two pints later.  Olivia then 
spent her time spraying water from the hosepipe over 
us - we were past caring by then. 
 
 

 
Halfway there . . . . 

 
 
Hopefully the results speak for themselves and it just 
shows that whilst we all pay our council taxes, 
ultimately there are things we can do for ourselves 
and if you listen to Dave and Nick, this is a trend that 
will continue.  Donôt get me started. 
 
For me at least, it was a truly memorialable day in this 
lovely village. 
 
David Parr 
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News from the Allotments 
 

 
If you have travelled along the far end of Great Lane 
in recent weeks, out towards Swan Lake barns, you 
might have been puzzled by the sight of men pushing 
wheel-barrows full of milk cartons.  Are they in training 
for the next village sports day?  Have they spotted a 
commercial opportunity and set themselves up in 
competition with Dairy Crest?  In fact, plausible 
though they may seem, it is neither of these 
possibilities. These are actually Reachôs own 
allotment gardeners, carrying water to their vegetable 
plots in a valiant attempt to keep their cabbages, 
beans and broccoli alive.  With only about 30mm of 
rain in each of May and June (and even less in April) 
the clayey soil is now baked hard.   
 

 
 
(But lest we feel inclined to complain, spare a thought 
for those in southwest China, where 50 million people 
are affected by drought, 16 million people donôt have 
access to safe drinking water and villagers are 
walking 6 hours a day to fetch water for their families).   
 
Whilst these individual incidents of hot, dry weather 
may or may not be attributable to our treatment of our 
planet Earth, other events at the allotment certainly 
are.  In 1962 Rachel Carson wrote her seminal book 
óSilent Springô.  The book examines how chemical 
pesticides enter the environment, poisoning the earth 
- ultimately to the extent that there are no more birds 
to sing in spring.  
 
Experience on the allotments suggests that farmers 
have yet to heed the warnings that she gave.  The 
allotment took delivery of a load of stable straw - to be 
used as mulch or dug in to the soil as compost.  But 
for those who laboured away and took advantage of 
this generous offering there was a shock in store.  
Why were strawberry plants dying?  Why wouldnôt 
raspberries grow?  What was causing potatoes to 
become deformed and twisted?  The answer was a 
plant hormone based herbicide called Aminopyralid.  
Used to kill broad-leaved weeds on pasture, grass 
crops and cereals, it contaminates the straw or is 
excreted by livestock that have fed on treated hay or 
grass.  Either way it is not good news for vegetable 

growers and is a classic example of how chemical 
pesticides can have far reaching negative effects.   
 
 

 
 
 
The affected potato plants were dug up, their young 
tubers, barely the size of a pigeonôs egg, plucked 
prematurely from the ground and thrown onto the 
compost heap. 
  
Drought, poisons - can I end on a positive note?  Well, 
despite the challenges, the allotments are delivering 
their first (hard won) produce ï a few courgettes, 
some óChinese leavesô, a few strawberries, some cut 
flowers, new potatoes.  And if the worst comes to the 
worst we can always pop to the Co-opéé  
 
David Thomas 
 
 

 

Time to Buy Some Bulbs 
 

 
Now that the daffodil leaves have gone and the little 
spring flowers such as snowdrops and aconites are 
but a distant memory, it is time to think about ordering 
some bulbs to cheer you up next spring.  
 
It makes more of an impact in the garden if you get a 
lot of one type of bulb rather than a few of all sorts of 
things.  If you use a wholesale catalogue they sell 
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most of their varieties by the hundred.  There are lots 
of places to get bulbs but the Dutch are renowned for 
them so you could try one of the Dutch bulb 
companies.  I use Parkers wholesale catalogue 
www.dutchbulbs.co.uk.  They have very competitive 
prices and the minimum order is only £50.00 which if 
you order with some friends is soon reached.  I would 
recommend you only use the bulb part of the 
catalogue.  For the more unusual bulbs, Broadleigh 
bulbs, based in Somerset, are good though rather 
pricey www.broadleighbulbs.co.uk. 
 
You can always go to the garden centre to get a few 
bulbs either loose or in hanging bags with a mouth-
watering picture to tempt you.  If you are picking loose 
ones, get the biggest and firmest.  The ones in the 
hanging bags often havenôt been stored well and may 
be disappointing.  Snowdrops and aconites are best 
planted ñin the greenò.  They hate being dried out and 
are never very successful when they are planted in 
the autumn. 
 
Plant the bulbs ASAP after getting them home.  All the 
time they are out of the ground they are drying out 
and spoiling.  As a rule of thumb plant them at a depth 
of twice their height and two bulb widths apart.  Try to 
get them the right way up (!) but if you arenôt sure 
which way up that is, put them on their side.  
 

 
 
There are few problems with bulbs.  Mice and 
squirrels do enjoy them so a bit of wire netting 
between the bulbs and the soil surface should stop 
them.  Some say moth balls puts off the rodents (can 
you still get moth-balls ï not that I want any!).  A friend 
swears by soaking the bulbs in paraffin, while 
someone else says chilli or tabasco sauce deters 
unwanted wildlifeé never tried any of them myself. 
 
Janet Hall 
 
 
 

 

Whatôs ñGrowing Onò at Snakehall 
Farm? 

 
 
This September we will be celebrating the 21

st
 

birthday of the Prospects Trust; our charitable social 
enterprise comes of age.  Originally established with a 
small grant, a long term lease from Cambridgeshire 
County Farms and lots of ambition, the produce and 
plants are not the only things that have grown 
fantastically over the subsequent years.  Prospects 
Trust has developed the 18 acre farm site extensively, 
from our humble beginnings in a caravan to a site now 
populated by polytunnels, a welcoming farm shop, 
tea-barn for our 8 to 10 co-workers, office space, 
training room and packing unit.  External grants, 
donations and volunteer support have underpinned all 
of our larger scale capital developments and continue 
to be a vital element of our future plans.  
 

 
 
Our day to day running is funded by a mix of 
placement and training fees and income generated by 
our commercial gardening service and the sale of our 
produce.  All other site improvement is reliant upon 
securing additional resource from charitable trusts, 
major grant programmes and fundraising activities.  
2010 will bring yet more exciting developments at 
Snakehall Farm including a long awaited bus shelter, 
a community focused orchard, an eco-garden and 
dedicated growing space for our school visits and 
hopefully the full renovation of our on-site farm house. 
If you have a few spare hours and you wish to help 
out with some of these projects we always welcome a 
local helping hand. 
 
Should you pop into the shop for some quick seasonal 
vegetables on the way home from work or school run 
you may not even be aware of our ñsocial enterpriseò 
ethos.  Behind all the tasty vegetables and hardy 
herbs are our co-workers.  We provide work 
experience, training and support to people with 
learning difficulties, mental ill health and disabilities on 
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a daily basis.  Some of our co-workers only attend on 
seasonal placements whereas others can be found 
harvesting in the polytunnels or behind the wheel of a 
mower in many local gardens up to 4 days per week.  
Sign up to our ñFriends of Prospects Trustò database 
for our free seasonal e-newsletter to find out a little 
more about the people which make Snakehall Farm a 
magic place to work and grow. 
 

 
 
Talking of growth, drop by our farm shop in the next 
few months and bumper crops await you.  Squash, 
mixed leaf salad, garlic, tomatoes, potatoes, chillies, 
beans, peppers, carrots and of course pots of our 
Prospects Herbs will be ripe for the tasting.  Just donôt 
forget to bring your change!!! 
 
For more information please contact us at The 
Prospects Trust, Snakehall Farm, Reach.  
 
Tel:  01638 741551  
Email  enquiries@prospectstrust.org.uk 
Web:  www.prospectstrust.org.uk 
 
Marianne (Maz) Baker 
 
 

 

News from Wicken Fen 
 

 
A quick reminder that the 
official opening of the 
Reach Lode Bridge is 
being held on Sunday 12 
September, with a 
community picnic and 
BBQ from 1pm.  We 
hope as many people as 
possible will be able to 
walk, cycle or ride to join 
in the celebrations. 
Please bring a picnic and 
weôll provide the BBQ. 

Construction of a new 2km cycleway across Burwell 
Fen is underway and cycle gullies have recently been 
installed on the footbridge over Burwell Lode to help 
cyclists get the cycles up and over the bridge.  
 
The County Council, as part of their land disposal 
policy, is planning to sell 24 acres adjacent to Reach 
Village.  Theyôve approached the National Trust and 
similar environmental organisations to see if anyone is 
interested in purchasing land.  The National Trust 
attended a parish meeting in May to ascertain interest 
from Reach residents about the Trust acquiring land 
and using it for community space.  Following a variety 
of expressions of interest, the Trust asked the County 
Council to value the land to estimate its sale price.  If 
the valuation is reasonable and the Trust is able to 
find external funding, we will endeavour to purchase 
the land and work with the local community to develop 
it for the benefit of local residents. 
 
We recently welcomed a party from the National 
Trustôs Council to Wicken Fen as part of their visit to 
the East of England.  The visit was the perfect 
opportunity to brief the Council, who are all 
volunteers, on the development of the Wicken Fen 
Vision and our Outdoors programme.  Their visit 
included a cycle ride out to the new Reach Lode 
Bridge, boat trips and opportunities to try their hand at 
geocaching and paddleboarding.  Itôs fantastic to know 
that our work in developing the Vision is fully 
understood and supported within the highest levels of 
the Trust.  
 

 
 
Young visitors recently helped restore and plant up 
historic Fen Cottages vegetable garden.  The project 
was part of the Trustôs Food Glorious Food initiative to 
encourage children and their families to grow their 
own fresh produce.  Hopefully the crops will appear on 
the menu of our café later in the year.  If anyone has a 
few hours to spare each week and would like to help 
tend the garden please contact Isabel Sedgwick on 
01353 720274.   
 
Schools out and we have a full programme of 
activities and events to help keep the young ones 

 



 
 12                             WITHIN REACH ï August/September 2010 

 

amused over the long summer break.  Organised 
events for August include; 
 
Wildlife Detectives - hunt for clues to discover the 
amazing wildlife of Wicken Fen, Mon 2nd. 
 
Den Building Day - build your very own hideaway on 
the fen, Wed 4th. 
 
Fen Pirate Day - follow the treasure trail, hunt for 
monsters and create some swashbuckling craft, Fri 
6th. 
 
Bugs and Slugs - dig around the undergrowth to 
discover some of the amazing minibeasts of the fen, 
Monday 9th. 
 
Teddy Bears Picnic - bring along your favourite 
teddy for stories, craft and furry fun, Wed 11th. 
 
Lucky for Some - have fun with old wives tales and 
try your luck at our fen folklore trail, Fri 13th. 
 
Dragons and Damsels - discover all about these 
fascinating creatures and make your own dragonflies 
to take home, Mon 16th. 
 
Butterfly Flutterby - find out whose fluttering through 
the fen, Wed18th. 
 
Fairies, Pixies and Trolls - make spells and hunt for 
slimy boggles, Fri 20th. 
 
Mud Glorious Mud - get messy and create some 
prehistoric mud monsters, Wed 25th. 
 
Crafty Capers - Drop in for craft activities from 11am 
to 3.30pm on Fri 27th. 
 
A Wild Child Trail runs every day throughout the 
holidays and we also have pond dipping, 
paddleboarding and boat trips on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays respectively. 
 
Looking ahead to September, due to popular demand 
we are holding another Fenmanôs Day with working 
fenman Peter Carter on Saturday 4th September - 
learn to set eel traps and experience some harmless 
wildfowling.  Further information and tickets for all 
events are available from the Visitor Centre.  Have a 
great summer! 
 
Howard Cooper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflections from Ross 
 

 
 
The expanding wetland 
nature reserve on our 
doorstep is not welcomed by 
everyone.   There is a view 
that we need the land for 
agriculture, not birdlife.  East 
Cambridgeshire District 
Council recently voted for a 
policy to keep land in 
agricultural use wherever 
possible.   
 
I donôt want to come down too heavily on one side of 
the argument or the other, but I hope the following 
thoughts might provoke some debate. 
 
Globally, the thesis that we need the 13 square miles 
of the Wicken Vision area preserved for food 
production does not hold much water.  The idea that 
the world is straining to feed us is little closer to being 
true now than when Thomas Malthus argued the 
same two centuries ago.  According to the United 
Nationsô Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 5.4 
million square miles of the Earthôs surface is currently 
used for arable production ï that is an area equivalent 
to the USA and half of Canada.  A further 13.2 million 
square miles is used for grazing ï at various levels of 
intensity.  This is an area equivalent to the rest of the 
Americas and two-thirds of Australia.  The rest of the 
Earth ï ie an area the size of Europe, Asia, Africa and 
the rest of Australia ï is not used for any kind of food 
production.  While some is mountain or desert, 
substantial tracts could be brought into agricultural 
use if only there was demand for it.  Low grain prices 
throughout the 1990s and early 2000s actually led to 
huge acreages being taken out of arable production -- 
88,000 square miles in Eastern Europe alone.  
 
Whether Britain ought to maintain agriculture as part 
of a food security policy is another matter.  Post war 
agricultural policy was inspired by the threat of the 
nation being starved into submission by German U-
boat attacks on transatlantic food convoys.  In recent 
years, however, food security has dropped down the 
agenda in favour of environmental concerns.  Since 
the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy in 2003 
farmers have been subsidised to keep land in 
óagricultural conditionô rather than actually to produce 
anything.  This has contributed to a sharp decline in 
national food self-sufficiency.  In 1996 68.6 per cent of 
food consumed in the UK was produced here; by 
2006 that had declined to 59.5 per cent. 
 
So long as we remain a rich nation in a relatively 
peaceful world it doesnôt matter a great deal if we rely 
on imported food.  But if that did ever cease to be the 
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case would we have reason to regret the loss of high 
quality farmland on Wicken Fen?  I think not, for the 
simple reason that the óre-wildingô by the National 
Trust is not irreversible. 
 
One more point to make.  I am not sure yet what East 
Cambridgeshireôs new policy means, but if it were to 
be applied to the letter it would thwart not only the 
Wicken Vision but also Newmarketôs growing horse-
breeding industry, which has taken substantial tracts 
of farmland in recent years.  It would be a poor 
outcome if we inched a little closer to national food 
security at the cost of compromising a highly profitable 
industry in which we lead the world. 
 
Ross Clark 
 
[Ed.  Do you have thoughts on the Wicken Fen 
Vision?  If you do, please let me have them]. 
 

 

Thistle 
 

 
Recently people in Reach have enquired about the 
type of horse I ride through the village.  She has been 
mistaken for a cob, the fattest horse on the planet, a 
jousting pony.  I thought perhaps a short article about 
her history might answer some queries. 
 

 
 
Thistle is a highland garron.  Originally bred to work 
Scottish farms and crofts these ponies hauled timber, 
ploughed and transported game from the hill.  Their 
essential hardiness and great stamina combined with 
a calm, kind nature and even temperament. 
 
I bought her in 1995 from a remote Scottish farm 
where she ran with a mixed herd of highland ponies 
and cattle, she was 5 years old and had bred a foal 
named Robert The Bruce.  We moved north and she 
lived a similarly mountainous life with sheep and red 
deer for company.  Much later we journeyed to 

Newmarket (swapping loch views for strings of 
racehorses) and finally, we reside in Reach and 
discover a unique fen landscape. 
 
Her coat is the traditional yellow dun colour with 
primitive markings - a black dorsal stripe and zebra 
lines on legs.  She is sensible to ride, biddable to 
handle and unphased by most hazards, unless 
genuinely frightened.  She never wears a rug; the 
highlandôs unique winter coat consists of a layer of 
strong badger-like hair over a soft dense undercoat 
and this combination enables the breed to live out in 
all weather conditions.   
 
Over time the highland pony adapted to survival on 
poor quality grazing, therefore the rich pastures of 
southern England ensure a seasonal battle with 
Thistleôs weight.  Admittedly she can be fat but this 
should not be confused with the powerful nature of her 
requisite build.  The highland garron type is about 
strength, broad shoulders and chest, a compact body 
and driving hindquarters.   
 

 
 
When used for deer stalking the highland has the 
strength and ability to carry up to a 20 stone stag all 
day from hill to larder.  The carcass is slung over a 
saddle specifically designed for this purpose.  By 
following in the immediate footsteps of the Pony Boy 
or strung together with ropes, the garrons have learnt 
to traverse narrow mountainous paths behind a 
leader.  One of the quirks of owning this breed is that 
they instinctively want to walk directly behind you and 
resist being led from the side. 
 
The Queen rides a highland garron and has a large 
stud of working ponies to carry grouse, deer and 
people on the hill during the sporting season.  They 
are then moved to Balmoral Castle as multi-purpose 
trekking and driving ponies. 
 
I hope this has been of some small amount of interest 
to even non-horsey people.  I would add that being 
owned by Thistle has been one of the highlights of my 
life!  
 
Joss Goodchild 
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The World Land Trust 
 

 
The World Land Trust 
(WLT) is an international 
fundraising conservation 
charity. ñNot another oneò I 
hear you cry!  Although I 
am now rather biased, 
having worked with them 
for my post-graduate 
course, I can confidently 
say that WLT is more than 
just a little bit special in the 
conservation world. 
 
Firstly, they donôt just save rainforests.  As well as 
working in the various rainforests of Central and South 
America, they are also currently helping to protect the 
grasslands in Kenya and creating elephant corridors 
in northern India.  Other successful projects include 
coral reefs in the Philippines and the coastal steppe in 
Argentina. 
 
Secondly, they donôt own any land overseas. WLT 
works closely with local NGO conservation partners 
based in the project countries.  They raise funds for 
their partners to purchase land and create nature 
reserves. The land is officially owned by the partner 
and so the responsibility of managing the reserve is 
kept within the country.  WLT encourages reserves to 
become sustainable but will help out with further funds 
if necessary. 
 
Thirdly, they keep administrative costs to a bare 
minimum; in fact in 2009 these were only 1.9% of total 
expenses!  This compares well to the 5-11% of other 
more well known conservation charities. 
  
Finally, since being established in 1989 and 
pioneering the Buy-An-Acre fundraising scheme, they 
have helped saved over 400,000 acres (162,000 ha) 
of threatened habitat.  Thatôs about the size of 
Hertfordshire or an awful lot of football pitches! 
 
Today, they have unwavering support from patrons Sir 
David Attenborough and David Gower and with a little 
help from the likes of Bill Oddie, Stephen Fry, Mark 
Carwardine (Last Chance to See presenter) and 
Simon Barnes (The Times journalist), are regularly 
praised in the media.  
 
As well as ongoing conservation achievements 
abroad, WLT has also had two recent great 
successes much closer to home.  In May, they won a 
Gold medal and Best in Section at the Chelsea Flower 
Show for a display on ñSaving the Atlantic Rainforestò; 
for which I helped with some plant research (see 
picture later in this article).  This was followed in June, 
by the raising of £168,000 from the auction of two 

highly decorative elephant statues which were part of 
the Elephant Parade in London.  These funds are 
going towards protecting the threatened Asian 
elephant. 
 

 
 
If you would like to find out more about the World 
Land Trust please visit their website 
www.worldlandtrust.org or contact them directly: 
 
World Land Trust, Blyth House, Bridge Street, 
Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 8AB 
Tel: 01986 874422     Email: info@worldlandtrust.org 
 
Alison Lewis     
 
 

 

Fen Chitchat 
 

 
As they feature so large in my visits to Tubney Fen 
during the summer, I thought Iôd find out more about 
the herd of cattle kept there. 

Farmer Peter Day, of Padney, has a family farm in the 
Wicken/Padney area.  He has 1,700 acres of 
grassland, a herd of c.200 cattle plus a few sheep and 
1,400 acres of arable land.  He runs this with the help 
of his sons and nephew.  In addition he has summer 
grazing from the National Trust and other land at 
Dimmockôs Cote.  He is allowed on Tubney Fen 
between 1st April and the end of October each year. 

He grazes 85 cattle on Tubney - 49 cows, 35 calves 
and one bull.  85 cows to 200 acres is light grazing, 
which is appropriate for óconservation grazingô.  
Normally he would have one cow per acre.  However 
the plus side of this restriction is that he hasnôt 
suffered from lack of grass during this recent drought.  
Also there was an area on Tubney that had been 
fenced off for spraying off thistles.  This has now been 
opened up and mown.  12th July is the earliest you 
can mow conservation grassland due to the danger of 
disturbing ground nesting birds, like skylarks. Peter 
says apparently cows will never walk on a birdôs nest. 

The cattle are mainly European or Continental breeds 
- the Bull is Limousin and the cows 
Limousin/Simmental crosses, with some Hereford 
crosses (the black and white ones). Limousins are 
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noted for being docile and easy to manage and also 
producing calves with low birth weights and therefore 
easy for calving (92% of his cattle need no help or 
intervention), but they have a high rate of growth so 
they make good commercial cattle.  Peter also has 
another Limousin bull back on his farm.  The calves 
are born at his yard, so they were all at least 3 weeks 
old before they came to Tubney. 

Often cattle are excited when they get out of wintering 
in the yard.  Also it can take their eyes a while to 
adjust to full daylight after being kept in.  This can 
make them blind to fences, which is why they can get 
the reputation for being a bit unruly when they get let 
out for summer grazing.  I remember quite a few years 
ago that one of Michael Avesô bullocks was let out into 
the paddock down the hill from their house.  It rushed 
straight through the fence at the bottom of the field 
and across the road into Miss Whitehouseôs garden 
and rampaged round there for a while refusing to be 
caught.  That was the last time I remember there 
being cattle in that field. 

I asked Peter if he had any advice for walkers, cyclists 
and horse riders going across the Fen. He said that 
we shouldnôt have much trouble. The bull is fine.  The 
cows are more the animals to look out for.  He asks 
that you keep dogs on a lead, but if you stray too 
close to a calf and the cow starts to chase you, let the 
dog off the lead. The cow will be chasing the dog, not 
you.  The cow is protective within the first two days of 
calving, which is why he calves the cows back on his 
farm.  He makes sure that he gets rid of any cows that 
are too protective as they are too much trouble. 

The National Farmers Union and the Ramblers 
Association give the following advice for walkers: 

¶ Try not to get between cows and their calves 

¶ Be prepared for cattle to react to your presence, 
especially if you have a dog with you 

¶ Move quickly and quietly and if possible walk 
around the herd  

¶ Keep your dog close and under effective control 
on a lead  

¶ Donôt hang onto your dog if you are threatened 
by cattle - let it go as they will chase the dog 
 

¶ Donôt put yourself at risk; find another way 
round the cattle and rejoin the footpath as soon 
as possible  
 

¶ Donôt panic or run! Most cattle will stop before 
they reach you.  If they follow - just walk on 
quietly. 

 

Lesley Boyle 

 
 
 

 

Insects and Photography 
 

 
Did you know that there are well over 1 million 
described species of insect in the world?!  That makes 
up over 90% of all known animal life on Earth and is 
only counting the ones we know about!  There are 
potentially thousands of undiscovered insect species, 
most of which are hiding out in the rainforests.  
 
Iôve always had a passion for wildlife, especially 
insects and a year or so ago I began photographing 
the creepy crawlies in my garden here in Reach.  It 
started out as just testing my new digital camera and 
turned into a hobby!  I have a Panasonic Lumix TZ4, 
which is what I call a ñsuper-pocketò camera; with 
8MP, 10x optical zoom and a vast range of modes.  It 
packs an SLR quality punch but without the bulk and 
will still fit in a large pocket.  I am particularly pleased 
with the quality of the macro images ï that is small 
things either very close up or far away. 
 
Butterflies are one of my favourite subjects, although 
they arenôt easy to capture.  There are 59 species 
native to the UK and sadly some are becoming very 
rare.  Last year, however, millions of Painted Ladies 
graced our shores following an unusually large 
migration from North Africa.  I certainly found a fair 
few in the garden, but Iôm yet to spot even one this 
year.  My tally for the year, up until mid-July, is 12 
species in the garden.  My favourite has been a Green 
Hairstreak, which Iôd never seen before but 
unfortunately didnôt manage to photograph. 
 

 
 
I was lucky enough to have the chance to visit 
Paraguay in March this year.  I spent two weeks in the 
Atlantic Rainforest studying the butterflies for my post-
graduate conservation course.  I saw around 60 
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species in that time, including an amazing Morpho 
with wings as big as a manôs hands!  I also snapped 
praying mantises, stick insects and loads of spiders.  
But the highlights were a huge Atlas Moth and a 5cm 
long Spider-Eating Wasp, dragging its prey - a 
headless tarantula - along the ground to its burrow! 
 
When trying to get the perfect shot of anything, one 
often needs a lot of patience; not only with the subject, 
but also with your camera.  Although mine has a great 
point-and-shoot mode, I am more than willing to 
manually play with the settings and take ten pictures 
to get the image just right.  Even having owned it 
more than a year I have to admit I am still learning all 
its functions and I am still frequently astounded by the 
quality of photos it produces. The photos on the inside 
front cover of this issue are just a few of my favourites 
from my garden. 
 
Alison Lewis   
 
 

 

Meeting Harry Oliver-Towers 
 

 

 
 
Q Do you think school should be banned, 

and let children stay at home? 
A   No.  You get to learn things at school 
 
Q  Whoôs your favourite teacher? 
A   Mr Godfrey.  He's really experienced 
 
Q  Whatôs your favourite subject?   
A   Art and maths 
 
Q  What is a computer?  
A   An electric things which tells you information. 
 
 

Q  Do you eat school dinners?   
A   Yes 
 
Q  What is the worst thing you have ever 

eaten?   
A   School hot pot 

 
Q  Whatôs your totally totally favourite 

dinner?   
A   Pasta 
 
Q  Whatôs your favourite drink?   
A  Water 
 
Q  Do you have a best friend?   
A  Hugh 
 
Q  What do you like doing during play time?   
A   We like playing `It' 
 
Q  Do you like living in Reach?   
A   Yes.  All my friends live in Reach 
 
Q  Would you like to live in a town or in the 

country?   
A.   The country. 
 
Q  Do you like helping your Mum and Dad? 
A   I like helping Daddy, and I like making go-

carts.  I help do the garden, and I help look 
after the chickens 

 
Q  Do you like going shopping? 
A   Yes.  I like going to Moons in Newmarket to 

buy a toy   
 
Q  If you had a thousand million pounds what 

would you buy? 
A   Everything in Moons 
 
Q  Do you have any pets? 
A   I have a dog called Matilda.  Two guinea pigs, 

Ginger and 2:2, and six chickens 
 
Q  Do you look after them? 
A  Yes, I let the guinea pigs out of the cage so 

they can use their day run.  I give the guinea 
pigs water and food.  I help feed Matilda three 
times a day.  I make her sit and wait for her 
food.  She can catch a treat.  The guinea pigs 
eat dried food like the dog.  The guinea pigs 
are good lawnmowers 

 
Q  If you could be an animal what animal 

would it be? 
A   I would be an elephant because then I would 

be big.  I know a fact about elephants.  Both 
male and female African elephants have 
tusks, but only male Asian elephants have 
tusks  
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Q  What sports do you like? 
A   Football, cricket, basket ball, swimming, gym, 

tennis and running 
 
Q  What do you think of the English football 

team? 
A   The team are good but not excellent.  Wayne 

Rooney does fouls.  They got through to the 
last 16 in the world cup, but not the final.  
Robert Green let in a goal 

 
Q  Can you swim? 
A   Yes I can do the front stroke, back stroke and 

breast stroke.  I have swimming lessons at the 
Holiday Inn, Histon, with Jeanette 

 
Q  What is the best bestest day out you could 

have? 
A   Going to Duxford and seeing the aeroplanes.  

My dad takes me. 
 
Q  What is the most horrible day you have 

had? 
A   The day I threw up 
 
Q  Is there anything which frightens you? 
A   Having bad dreams.  There is a crack by my 

window sill, and I used to think that a monster 
lived there and would come out and get me 

 
Q  Do you have a girl friend?   
A   No 
 
Q  Do you think you will get married?   
A  Yes 
 
Q  Do you think you will have babies?    
A   Yes 
 
Q  When you grow up what job will you have?   
A   An astronaut 
 
Claire Halpin-McDonald 
 
 

 

CentrePeace@Reach 
 

 
Have you visited CentrePeace @ Reach yet? From 
2pm till 4pm on the third Wednesday of every month, 
the back of St Etheldredaôs church, is transformed into 
CentrePeace and everyoneôs welcome. The three 
sessions so far have been on sunny days, so weôve 
also been able to spread out into the garden area.  
 
So, what happens there? Well, weôve got loads of 
ópreviously lovedô books at bargain prices ï paperback 
novels by all your favourite authors for £1; non-fiction 
books for £1.50 - £3.00 on subjects as varied as 
history, cookery, gardening, travel and more. You 

never know what you might find! The childrenôs books 
are particularly popular and prices range from 10p to 
50p, so everyone can afford them. 
 

 
 
We also stock a range of Fairtrade items, for example 
chocolate, biscuits and cereals.  Weôve just had new 
stock in with some new ranges of healthy fruit snacks. 
There are also greetings cards and last but not least, 
a selection of our stunning original African art (as 
displayed at the major exhibition in Reach last 
December).  
 

 
 
Coffee, tea, cakes and biscuits are on offer, with 
squash for the children, so do come along and relax 
for a while, meet your friends and browse.  Weôd love 
to see you. Make a note of the dates now! 

 
August 18

th 
- September 15

th
 - October 20

th
 

November 17
th
 - December 15

th
 

 
On the above dates, CentrePeace@Reach will be 
open from 2.00pm to 4.00pm. 
 
The proceeds from these sessions are divided 
between St Etheldredaôs church and CentrePeace. 
 
Pat Chalmers 
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Days Gone By 
 

 
June/July 1977  
 
 
Before looking at this 
specific time in 1977, I 
thought it fitting to pay 
tribute to the original 
creators of Out of Reach 
magazine whose first 
issue came out in 
September 1976.   
 
The picture below was included in the Cambridge 
Evening News on the 1st September 1976 and shows, 
from left to right, Geoffrey Woollard, Jenny Johnson 
(Editor), Harvey Harrison and Pat Harrison. 
 

 
 
In preparing for this issue of the magazine I was 
hoping to establish just how many people who 
currently live in the village were living here in 1977.  
To this end, ECDC very kindly allowed me to have a 
look at the Reach electoral register for 1977 and from 
that I was able to establish that the number is just 30 - 
but this will be plus any children in 1977 that were 

living in Reach but were not on the electoral register 
because of their age.   I am hopeful that these 30 plus 
villagers will be able to help me to make these articles 
as accurate as possible.  Our oldest resident remains 
Maisie Whitehead who was born in Reach in 1914.  
 
1977 was the year of the Queenôs Silver Jubilee and 
there were celebrations across the UK and the 
Commonwealth, mostly taking place in June.  The 
celebrations in Reach took place on Tuesday the 7

th
 

of June and included a number of events. 
 
There was a Fancy Dress competition which was won 
by Simon and Joanne Housden as Bride and 
Bridegroom.  Justin Moseley, Charles Moseleyôs son 
was in second place as an explorer and Karen 
Greenhill (now Karen Turner) achieved third place as 
the Queen of Hearts. 
 
There were also sports with the joint winners of the 
John Robinson Sports Cup being Esther Morris and 
Simon Housden.  The Reach marathon was run with 
the Junior Cup being won by James Robinson and the 
then paperman, Les Bridgeman ran through the tape 
to take the Senior Cup. 
 
Probably the most memorable part of the afternoon 
was the village Jubilee Tea, the high spot of which 
was the most delicious cake made and presented by 
the cooks and kitchen of Peterhouse college - an 
activity organised by Major General Crookenden, the 
then resident of Fitzroy Farm. 
 
Crowns (5 shilling pieces for our more junior readers 
so a face value today of 25p) were given out to the 
children (112 of them based on a total cost of £28).  
Many thousands were minted because of the Jubilee 
and so a current collectorôs value would be only about 
£1.50.  Since the inflation multiple since 1977 to today 
is about 5, they have not turned out to be a 
particularly magnificent investment!  Crowns continue 
to be issued on special occasions but now they have 
a face value of £5. 

 
A photograph of the 150 plus people who enjoyed the 
event was taken by Nigel Bloxham (its on the next 
page).  This so-called Jubilee photograph was on sale 
for £18 at that time, equivalent to around £90 in 
todayôs money - showing just how much the cost of 
photography has reduced over the years.  How many 
people can you put a name to? 

 

 

GOURMET FOOD FAIR 
 

The Rutland Arms, High Street, Newmarket 
 

Saturday 11th Sept - 10am to 4.00pm 
 

An event for true ñfoodiesò, lots of stalls in 
the refurbished Courtyard, selling the most 

delicious food and drink 
 

Free entry and sampling 
 

Give your tastebuds a treat! 

 


